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BUCItfURST  jimit  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

-Hft  1897. 


In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1897,  I am 
able  to  inform  the  Council  that  the  general  health  of  the 
district  has  more  than  maintained  the  high  level  it  reached 
last  year  ; again  the  death  rate  having  gone  down  ro6  per 
mille,  while  the  birth  rate  has  gone  up  1*59. 

The  gross  death  rate  is  12*55,  as  against  13*61  for 
1896,  and,  after  deducting  the  deaths  of  persons  not 
residents  of  the  district  who  died  within  its  borders,  and 
deaths  by  violence,  the  death  rate  for  the  whole  year  works 
out  at  9*59  per  mille. 

The  district  comprises  an  area  of  899  acres,  and 
includes  some  150  acres  of  forest  land,  streams,  and  roads, 
the  population  is  just  5*5  per  acre,  and  there  are  nearly 
900  inhabited  houses  in  the  district. 

The  subsoil  is  composed  of  a stiff  clay,  but  being  on 
a considerable  slope,  the  district  escapes  much  of  that 
moisture  which  usually  accompanies  clay  soils. 
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The  ventilation  of  the  sewers  has  occupied  much  of 
the  attention  of  your  Sanitary  Committee  during  the  year, 
and  such  improvement  has  been  noticed  in  places  where 
ventilating  shafts  have  been  erected,  as  fully  to  justify  the 
multiplication  of  such  shafts  ; at  the  same  time  the  surface 
ventilation  should  also  be  maintained. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  East  London  Water 
Company,  and  is  of  a satisfactory  quality.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  the  supply  may  be  made 
constant. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  the  Sanitary  Committee 
propose  to  take  such  steps  as  will  ensure  every  house  being 
properly  supplied  with  drinking  water  of  undoubted  purity. 

The  system  of  sewerage  is  the  water  carriage 
system,  the  sewers  taking  also  the  rain  water. 

The  houses  of  the  working-  classes  are  in  a fair 
condition,  as  a rule. 

The  Bye-laws  adopted  for  dairies,  slaughter-houses, 
and  nuisances,  are  in  good  working  order,  and  act  well. 

The  notification  of  infectious  diseases  is  in  force  in 
the  district,  neither  measles  or  whooping-cough  being 
included. 

In  this  place  I should  like  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  many  tubercular  persons  have  come  to  the 
district  during  the  year,  bringing  their  infective  disease 
with  them.  There  have  been  five  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  during  the  year,  three  of  these  being  strangers. 


There  have  been  24  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  only  6 could  be 
persuaded  to  use  the  isolation  hospital,  while  quite  16 
should  have  gone. 

The  annual  summary  of  work  carried  out  by  the 
Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  appended,  as  are 
also  tables  of  deaths,  births,  population,  and  infectious 
diseases. 


1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

Annual  Birth  Rate 

23'19 

26-17 

27-76 

•t-i'59 

Gross  Annual  Death  Rate 

16-19 

13*61 

I2'55 

— i -o6 

Corrected  Annual  Death 
Rate  ••• 

15*5 

13-38 

11-27 

— 2 - 1 1 

Death  Rate  under  5 

7 '44 

3'8  5 

4’25 

4*40 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

4‘4 

3-85 

i*9i 

— 1-84 

AREA  AND  POPULATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT  TO  WHICH 

THIS  RETURN  BELONGS. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  899 

Population  (last  census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4I3° 

„ (estimated  to  middle  of  1897)  ...  ...  4700 

Death  Rates — 

General,  per  1,000  population,  estimated  to  middle 

of  1897  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  12  55 

Infant  (under  one  year  of  age),  per  1,000  births 

registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 ‘76 


(Signed)  A.  AMBROSE, 

Medical  Office r of  Health. 


January  3rd , i8q8. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

During  the  year  1897,  in  the  Buckhurst  Hill  Urban  Sanitary  District, 
classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Ages. 

Mortality  from  All  Causes,  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

I 

and 

under 

5 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

25 

and 

under 

65 

65 

and 

up- 

wards. 

Totals... 

12*55 

12 

8 

3 

2 

15 

19 

Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery. 

Rheumatic 

Fever. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia, 

and 

Pleurisy. 

Heart 

Disease. 

Injuries. 

£ <D 
A-  if 

O CD 
. — 1 V) 

< Q 

Total. 

Under  5 

2 

7 

5 

6 

20 

5 upwards 

2 

1 

5 

1 

10 

5 

15 

39 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among  persons  not  belonging  thereto  : 7. 

TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF 
NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS 

Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the 
year  1897,  in  the  Buckhurst  Hill  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 

according  to  Diseases  and  Ages. 


Totals... 

Population  at 
All  Ages. 

Registered 

Births. 

Census 

1891. 

Estimated 
to  middle 
of  1897. 

4UO 

4700 

107 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Under  5 
or 

over  5. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Fevers. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric 

or 

Typhoid. 

Puer- 

peral. 

Under  5 

2 

5 upwards 

12 

5 

2 

2 

I 

Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  for  Treatment 

in  Isolation  Hospital  : — 

Scarlatina,  2 ; Diphtheria,  2 ; Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever,  2. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK 

Done  through  the  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Buckhurst  Hill, 
during  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1897. 


Total  Number 
for  Year. 


Complaints  received 


j-  (visited  21  times) 


Re  Dust  Collection 
„ other  matters 

Nuisances  detected  ... 

Nuisances  abated 

Notices  served  (includes  2 under  Housing  of  Working  Classes 

Arf'l 

1 V U L i •••  •••  • • • •••  •••  ••• 

Summonses  taken  out 
Convictions 

Cottages  inspected  (included  in  General  Inspections). 
Lodging-houses  inspected  (none  in  district). 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  (visited  nine  times) 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  inspected^ 

Cowsheds  inspected 
Houses  disinfected 
Over-crowding  abated 
Houses  closed 
Plans  submitted 
Houses  erected  or  re-built 
Stables  do.  ... 

Cowhouses  do.  ... 

Slaughter-house  do.  ... 

Sundry  alterations 

Houses  connected  with  sewers  (all  new,  no  others). 

„ ,,  with  water  mains  (do.) 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired — W.C.’s  supplied  with  water 
Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered 
Animals  improperly  kept  removed 
Drains  entirely  relaid  ... 

Drains  amended 
Sundry  nuisances  abated 
Dangerous  structures  repaired  ... 


78 

56 

5° 

35 

5 

5 


3 

5 

14 

1 

3 

34 

14 

2 
1 
1 

16 


28 

!5 

5 

8 

T3 

8 

2 


The  number  of  visits  paid  by  Inspector  during  the  year  in  detecting 
and  supervising  the  abatement  of  nuisances  was  337,  and  in  inspecting 
buildings  in  progress  181,  making  with  visits  to  dairies,  &c.,  a total  of  548. 

(Signed),  H.  TOOLEY,  A.R.I.B.A., 

Sui'veyor  and  Inspecto?'  of  Nuisa?ices. 
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